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Dear colleagues, 

 

This letter is to endorse Asselya Makanova’s admission to the defense procedure 

at al-Farabi Kazakh National University and recommend her for the conferral of a 

Ph.D. degree in the specialization of State and Local Government (8D04103). 

I hereby confirm that I acted as her external supervisor during her research visit 

at the Faculty of Economics and Business, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, from 

October 2021 to March 2022. During this visit, she developed a paper on the 

evolution of science and innovation policies in Kazakhstan, demonstrating strong 

research skills and critical thinking. 

The dissertation by Asselya Makanova aims to define the theoretical and 

methodological foundations of Kazakhstan's scientific policy formation, analyze the 

current condition of the R&D sector in Kazakhstan, and develop recommendations 

for improving state regulation of the science sector in Kazakhstan based on 

theoretical and empirical analysis. A detailed and comprehensive analysis, including 

interviews with sector experts and other supportive desk research, was conducted. 



 
In response to the identified barriers and challenges, appropriate recommendations 

were developed. 

Overall, I consider that the research provides valuable insights and practical 

recommendations for improving the scientific policy framework and governance in 

Kazakhstan, aligning with international best practices and addressing national 

challenges. As her external supervisor, I believe that the thesis meets the quality 

conditions to be awarded a Ph.D degree. Feel free to contact me if you need 

additional clarification. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Prof. José Guimón 

Department of Economic Structure and Development Economics  

Faculty of Economics and Business  

Universidad Autónoma de Madrid 

jose.guimon@uam.es  
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